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We, the members of the communities threatened by coal-fired power plants and coal mines in Asia, have 

come together to claim our rights to clean air, water, soil and living space. The operation of coal plants 

and coal mines are danger to the well-being of our families and ecosystems. We denounce proposals to 

build more of the polluting power stations and coal mines, which create more havoc than benefit to 

people and the environment.  

Coal is a highly polluting energy source. From mine to thermal power plants, from extraction to 

combustion, coal pollutes every step of the way. The use of coal for energy results in grave 

environmental, health and social problems the impacts of which fall most seriously on vulnerable 

communities around such dirty energy plants and mines especially woman and children Aside from CO2, 

mining and burning coal also releases several types of emissions such as sulfur dioxide(SO2), nitrogen 

oxides(NOx) and many other heavy metals including mercury and arsenic that are very carcinogenic in 

nature, leaches into clean water sources and contaminates the air, water and land several miles around 

the power plant or the mine.  

Severe social impacts such as displacement and disintegration of communities as well as losses in 

traditional livelihood, employment, culture and ways of life such as agriculture and fishing are created by 

the operation of the coal industry. Investors, financiers and developers of coal industry frequently 

promise widespread, sustained employment and the improved state of well-being for communities. 

The reality is, work remains scarce among communities hosting coal plants while large numbers of 

households remain without electricity despite the presence of the dirty humongous power stations. In 

addition, from the point of extraction, coal mine workers are at great risk of death, injury and illness 

while local communities suffer from land degradation and pollution and are many times forced to 

relocate. 

Apart from the detrimental local impact, burning of coal is causing the maximum CO2 emissions that is 

the major reason for climate change which is the most serious environmental threat facing the planet 

today. There is strong evidence that other extreme weather events such as hurricanes, droughts and 

heat waves are increasing in intensity because of climate change. Rising sea levels, melting glaciers, 

massive flooding, coral bleaching, the rapid decline of agricultural yields, an increase in risk of species 

extinction and biodiversity loss are but some of the impacts of climate change that we face today and 

may continue to experience with increasing intensity and frequency if we don't take action to stop 

burning coal immediately . 

We, the coal affected communities declare that coal energy is not cheap, and the coal industry does not 

improve the state of our people but slowly poisons the health and social fabric of communities. It is 

unacceptable that we continue to suffer the harmful effects of coal-fired power plants and coal mines 



and the impacts of climate change with the knowledge that alternative, environmentally friendly energy 

solutions are widely available and readily deployable. 

Nature offers a variety of sustainable energy options. Combined with energy efficiency measures, 

renewable energy derived from sources such as wind, solar, wave and geothermal power provide 

efficient, reliable ways in which to generate the energy we need on the scale that is required. 

Implementing these solutions will not require humans to make drastic sacrifices or otherwise impede 

their quality of life. Instead, it will enable people to usher in a new era of sustainable energy use, one 

that will bring economic growth, jobs, technological innovation and environmental protection. 

 We will continue to fight and resist the existence of coal mining and coal-fired power plants in our 

communities.  

 We will continue to oppose the entry of deadly energy in our communities. We will not silently 

suffer the consequences of coal. 

 We refuse to accept the current state and source of profligate, wasteful energy consumption.  

Our collective strength, bolstered by the successes among communities in embracing renewable energy 

alternatives, urges us to double our efforts in pushing for clean renewable energy solutions. We do not 

need coal-fired power plants in our communities. Solutions are available to reduce our dependence on 

fossil fuels. The time to embrace clean renewable energy is today. 

We demand: 

 Countries take immediate action to protect our communities and the well-being of our civilizations 

by phasing out coal and switching to renewable energy and energy efficiency beginning not 

tomorrow but today. 

 Governments to set fair, legally binding, ambitious, time-bound targets for the massive uptake of 

renewable energy. 

 Energy planning in every country be done in a socially sensitive, culturally appropriate, democratic 

and participative manner. 

 Financial institutions to stop funding fossil fuel power projects, particularly coal based industries 

and ensure that barriers for the uptake of renewable energy and energy efficiency are phased out 

in the soonest possible time. 
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